THE BREACH AT BREDA

hand struggle ensued, till the picket, alarmed by the firing,
came up, and the enemy were driven within their own
works.

The mines were saved, and next morning were reported
ready to be sprung. The prince at once ordered the
English and French to assault, and Monk himself was
told off to lead a forlorn hope of twenty musketeers and
ten pikes. In support were a few sappers and two small
parties like his own to right and left. After them were the
whole of the gentlemen-volunteers. When all was ready
the mines were discharged. A great piece of the work
crumbled into ruins, and Monk, followed Iby his party,
disappeared into the cloud of dust and smoke before it
had time to settle. Without a check he reached the
summit of the breach and leaped out upon a body of
musketeers drawn up to resist the stormers. Completely
surprised by the fury and suddenness of Monk's attack,
the Spaniards broke and fled as he sprang out of the
smoke. Eegardless of his followers, half of whom slunk
back into the breach, Monk kept on right into the
enemies' work and dashed straight at a body of some six
or seven score men who stood with pikes charged to
receive him. But nothing would stop him now. Shouting
at the top of his voice, "A Goring! a Goring 1" he fell
furiously on them with the handful who had followed.
Fortunately the supports were close at his heels, and shaken
by his desperate onslaught, the Spaniards broke before the
charge of the volunteers. In disorder they fled into an
interior work followed by the English and French, who
rushed bravely to the rescue, and the hornwork was won.1

1 A True and Brief Relation of the famous Siege of Breda, etc.,
by Henry Hexham. Delft, 1637.
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